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“So now then, speak to the men of Judah and against the inhabitants of Jerusalem saying, 'Thus says the Lord, "Behold, I am fashioning calamity against you and devising a plan against you Oh turn back, each of you from his evil way, and reform your ways and your deeds."' (Jeremiah 18:11)

I. Introduction.
A. The Study of History is Profitable.

1. Jesus (Mt. 12:40-42), Paul (1 Cor. 10:1-12); the author of Hebrews (Heb. 4:1-11), James (Jas. 5:17-18), Peter (2 Pet. 2:4-9), and Jude (Jude 5-7) all appealed to history to make their point.

2. We follow their example and appeal to history to learn important lessons for today.

B. Why This Particular Study Is Profitable.

1. We find that many people (including those among the Catholic “clery and laity”) were dissatisfied and disgruntled with the Catholic Church and attempted to reform it.

2. We will learn that in an attempt to reform the Catholic Church many substituted their own man-made doctrines and practice in place of those of the Catholic Church. Several man-made churches (denominations) were substituted for one man-made Catholic Church. Denominational heads (like the King of England over the Church of England) were substituted for the Pope. The men of the reformation were well-intentioned, but they were human and subject to mistakes.
3. We will learn that in an attempt to reform the Catholic Church many went from one extreme (salvation by works in the Catholic Church) to another extreme (salvation by faith alone in the Protestant Churches).

4. We will learn the great sacrifices that were made to undertake a reformation of religion.

C. Understanding Some Terms.

1. The “Renaissance” (A.D. 1350 – 1550), meaning “new birth or revival,” began in Florence, Italy. It brought about a renewed interested in learning through universities and the printing press. It was also called the “Age of Enlightenment” and was a revolt against the monastic asceticism of the Dark Ages which stifled learning among the common people. Petrarch, Boccaccio, Machiavelli, and Roger Bacon were well-known men of the Renaissance.
2. The “Protestant” movement came from individuals within the Catholic Church (former priests, etc.) “protesting” the errors and abuses of the Catholic Church.

3. The “Reformation” was not an “overthrow” but a “reforming” of an existing order (the Catholic Church) enough to correct its errors and abuses. In particular, the Catholic Church needed changing in its Papal system of power, its doctrines (Papal succession from Peter, veneration of saints and Mariolatry, the seven sacraments [baptism, confirmation, penance, eucharist, holy orders, marriage, extreme unction] and purgatory), its morals (the corrupt Papal system, the corrupt monasteries, simony), the way it handled punishment of its opponents (the Inquisition), and the selling of indulgences (pieces of paper sold for past and future sins used to finance the building of St. Peter’s Cathedral and the Catholic hierarchy).

II. The Reformation.

A. The Beginnings of Reformation.
1. When men began to be discontent with the problems presented by the Catholic Church, they turned to reformation. We have already noticed the Albigeneses and the Waldensians of A.D. 1170 (see Lesson 3). Let us now turn our attention to others. Some historians call these men “Protestants before the Reformation” or “Reformers before the Reformation.”

2. John Wycliff (1324 – 1384) was an Englishman and graduate of Oxford University. Some call him the “Morningstar of the Reformation” because he was an early opponent of Catholicism (the authority of the pope, transubstantiation, priestly confession).

3. John Huss (1369 – 1415) lived in Bohemia and was a disciple of John Wycliff. He opposed Catholicism (human tradition, tyranny of the clergy, indulgences) and was tried as an heretic and burned to death in July, 1415. Jerome of Prague carried on his cause.
4. John Wessel (1420 – 1498) opposed Catholicism.

5. Jerome Savonarola (1452 – 1498) opposed Catholicism in Italy (the authority of the pope, immorality of the clergy) and was arrested, put in prison, and burned to death on May 23, 1498.
B. The Preparation for Reformation.

1. The break (schism) between the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church in A.D. 1054.

2. The Papal power system of the Middle Ages had started to weaken in the late A.D. 1200’s.

3. The Crusaders brought back new ideas to Europe from the Eastern world.

4. The development of cities lead to an interest in specialized labor and intellectual pursuits and replaced the monasteries.

5. The increase in exploration, trade, and discovery lead to learning. The renewal of science and industry did the same.

6. A new idea that is was fine to engage in the learning of the world. The ascetic idea was weakening.
7. There was an awakening in Europe to literature and learning. People exchanged the darkness of ignorance for light of truth and there was a renewed interested in reading and studying the scriptures. Great works of art and literature were produced. Universities were built and filled with “scholastics” (see Lesson 4).
8. The invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in 1455 helped to circulate printed copies of the scriptures.

9. The spirit of nationalism and patriotism in national states caused many to reject the suppressive power of the Catholic Church over them from a pope who lived in Rome.

C. The Formal Protestant Reformation.
1. The German Reformation. Martin Luther (1483 – 1546) lead the way in Germany to oppose the Catholic Church (indulgences sold by John Teztel to finish building St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome). In October, 1517, Luther nailed 95 “theses” or propositions to the door of the Wittenburg Church opposing the Catholic Church. He described the Catholic Church in a tract called “The Babylonian Captivity.” He died in 1546 after being excommunicated by the Pope Leo X. His successor, Melanchthon, carried on Luther’s cause in Germany. One of Luther’s mistakes was that he wanted to hold onto Catholic practices that were not expressly forbidden in scripture. The other mistake was his emphasis on salvation by faith alone (opposed to the Catholic salvation by works apart from faith).
2. The Swiss Reformation. Ulrich Swingli (1484 – 1564) opposed the Catholic Church and wanted to abolish anything that could not be proved by scripture. He actually fought against the Christian Union of Catholics in A.D. 1529 and was killed in battle. John Calvin (1509 – 1564) came from France and became Swingli’s successor as a reformer in Geneva, Switzerland. Calvin systemtized his teaching into what is known as the Five Points of Calvinism or “TULIP” (Total Depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement. Irresistible Grace, Perseverance of the Saints). John Knox took the teachings of Calvin to Scotland and started the Presbyterian Church.
3. The English Reformation. William Tyndale (1484 – 1536) lead the way in England to oppose the Catholic Church and translated the NT into English so the common people could read the scriptures. He died after being tortured at the stake in 1536.
4. Other Reforms. The Anabaptists wanted to re-baptise those in the Catholic Church and return to the New Testmant. Out of this group came the Mennonites (Simon Menno) and the Baptist Church (John Smythe). The Socinians (Faustus and Leo Socini) rejected teachings of the Catholic Church and wanted to return to the New Testament, but they also denied the Trinity and the eternal hell which lead to the formation of the Unaterian Church. The Catholic Counter-Reformation was a movement within the Catholic Church to reform itself. The Society of Jesus and the Council of Trent came from this counter-reformation and solidified and strengthened Catholicism.
5. Protestant Churches of the Reformation.

a) The Lutheran Church was founded by Marin Luther in Germany in 1521. It follows Luther’s Catechism and the Augsburg Confession of Faith.

b) The Episcopal Church was founded by King Henry VIII in England in 1534. It follows Thomas Cranmer’s Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church and the Nicean Creed.

c) The Congregational Church was founded by Robert Browne in England in 1550.

d) The Presbyterian Church was found by John Calvin in Switzerland in 1560. It follows the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Book of Common Prayer.

e) The Baptist Church was founded by John Smythe in Holland in 1608 (“Baptist” as a name was first used around 1644). It follows the Baptist Manuel.

f) The Quaker (Friends) was founded by George Fox in 1656.

g) The Methodist Church was founded by John and Charles Wesley in England in 1739 (note that the Methodist Church came about as a reformation of the Church of England which itself came about as a reformation of the Catholic Church). It follows the Methodist Discipline.

III. lessons learned.
A. Reading the Scriptures For Yourself Will Lead You Out of Ignorance and Error (Jn. 8:32; 17:17; Eph. 5:17).

B. The Need for Restoration, Not Merely Reformation.

1. The men of this period did not set out to restore true NT Christianity, but rather to reform the existing system of religion (Catholicism) by attempting to correct undesirable features of that religion.

2. New religious denominations were formed as each man directed his efforts toward a reforming a particular error or set of errors. Soon, denominations formed and later other denominations formed from them until thousands of religious denominations exist today. (Lesson 5 will touch on the founders and dates of some of these denominations).
C. Reformation Leaders Taught Erroneous Doctrines.

1. Luther’s demand for what is forbidden in scripture: “Thou shall not…” (compare with Col. 3:17; 2 Jn. 9).

2. Luther’s salvation by faith alone (compare with Jas. 2:24-26).

3. Calvin’s doctrine of TULIP (compare with Ezek. 18:20; Eph. 1:3-6; 1 Tim. 3:6; Acts 7:51; Gal. 5:4)

IV. conclusion.
A. Let Us Not Simply Reform Abuses in Religion, But Go Back and Restore the New Testament Church (Lk. 8:11; Acts 11:26; Eph. 4:4-6).

B. Let Us Not Leave One Man-Made Church to Form Another Man-Made Church (Mt. 15:13).

C. Let Us Be the Faithful Remnant of the Lord’s Church.
1. The Lord has always had a remnant of people who remain faithful to him during any period of history (1 Kings 19:18; Dan. 2:44; 1 Cor. 15:24; Heb. 12:28; Rev. 3:4).
2. Will you be a part of that faithful remnant?
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